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use my exact expression, we must not be in the position of
the substitute who goes into the. game only as the referee
blows his whistle. . . . We are still, after a year of war,
much in the condition in which England was after two or
three months of war. I believe that the only way by which
we can get our people thoroughly aroused is by telling them
the truth about their own effort, explaining to them fear-
lessly their shortcomings and exciting and appealing to
their pride."

Eoosevelt remained in the hospital till March 4, when
he left in excellent condition, but with the hearing of his
left ear destroyed. It was announced about this time that
several years previous he had lost the sight of one eye, due
to a blow that he had received during a boxing bout in the
White House. In spite of these two afflictions he went about
with his usual activity and energy so apparently undimin-
ished that no observer, who was unaware of these injuries,
would suspect their existence. Writing to H. Eider Hag-
gard in England on March 12, 1918, he said of his condi-
tion and future activities:

''I am now on the high road to recovery. I feel that in my
case, as you say is the case with you, age will hereafter
forbid my doing certain things that I have done in the past;
but there yet remains very much work of a less exposed type
that I can do rather better than ever before. I am, of
course, devoutly thankful that America is in the war and I
bitterly regret that she did not go into the war two years
previously, in which case it would be over now. We are
doing much slower work than I like."

His first public speech after his recovery was made before
the Eepublican State Convention in Maine, at Portland, on
March 28, 1918. There was no perceptible lack of his for-
mer vigor in this. He announced at the outset that it had
been written three weeks earlier while he was in the hos-
pital. It was the most outspoken of all his utterances up
to this time in its assertion of the right to criticize the